
VEERANALA JAYARAMA RAG & BANASHREE RAG
Akademi Award: Kuchipudi Dance

Sbri Veeranalajayarama Rao was born in 1947 in peetbapuram, Andbra Pradesh. He received training in

Kucbipudi dance under Sbri Cbinta Krisbnamoortby and Sbri P VG. Krisbna Sarma at the Siddbendra i

Kalaksbetram, Kucbipudi. He receivedfurtber coacbingfrom Sbri Vempati Cbinna Sat yam. Initially be performed f t. S
female roles in traditional Kucbipudi Yaksbaganas. He moved to Delbi in 1969 where be started teaching the dance. J I 1-

Born in 7954 in Agra, Uttar Pradesb, Sbrimati Banasbree Rao learned Kucbipudi dance from Sbri Krisbna Kumar,

Sbri ja.yarama Rao and Sbri Vempati Cbinna Sat yam. She also received lessons in abbinaya from Sbri Natar~j

Ramakrisbna and Sbrimati Kanaka Srinivasan and in Odissi dance from Sbri Mayadbar Raut. K

Sbri jayarama Rao and Sbrimati Banasbree Rao are among the leading exponents of Kucbipudi dance. They have
.'

participated in prestigious national and international festivals and have travelled to various parts of the world

representing the art. Sbri jayarama Rao is also known as a senior teacher of the dance form, having initiated and
trained some well-known dancers. The couple have received vario1;"S honours and awards including the Sabitya Kala

Parisbad Samman of Delbi in 1996.

Sbri jayarama Rao and Sbrimati Banasbree Rao receive the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for their contribution to

Kucbipudi dance.
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