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SAMANDURAM TONDON DEVI

Akademi Award: Manipuri Dance

Born in 1931 in Imphal, Manipur, Shrimati Samanduram
Tondon Devi was trained in Manipuri dance by eminent
masters including Ojha Amubi Singh, Haobam Atomba Singh,
and Amudon Sharma. From 1954 to 1957 she was a-student
at Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, Imphal.

From 1960 to 1962 Shrimati Tondon Devi worked as an
assistant dance teacher at JNMDA, and then joined the Triveni
Kala Sangam, Delhi. Later she was associated with the Ranga-
Sri Little Ballet Troupe, Gwalior, for several years, where she
won renown as a dancer. She performed widely in India as a
young dancer and was presented in the National Dance
Seminar of 1954-55, the Seminar held in Hyderabad in 1964,
and the Geeta Govinda Seminar in 1967.

Shrimati Tondon Devi has excelled both as a dancer and
choreographer. She was a leading dancer of the JNMDA
production unit from its inception in 1975 and assisted in
choreographing several important productions. She has also
won fame as an actress in Manipuri drama and films,
receiving several awards for her work.

Shrimati Samanduram Tondon Devi receives the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award for her contribution to Manipuri
dance.
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