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MADAVOOR VASUDEVAN NAIR
Akademi Award: Kathakali

Born in 1929 in Kerala, Shri Madavoor Vasudevan Nair
received his initial training in Kathakali vesham from

Madavoor Parameswaran Pillai and Kurichi Kunjan Panicker.
Later he became a disciple of Guru Chengannur Raman Pillai '
and studied under him for twelve years.

Shri Vasudevan Nair has distinguished himself as an actor and
a teacher of Kathakali of the southern school. As the most
prominent disciple of Chengannur Asan, he represents an
important lineage in the Kathakali tradition. From 1968 to
1978 he taught at Kerala Kalamandalam and moved thence to |
Pakalkuri to lead the Kala Bharati Kathakali Centre as its
Principal Asan. He has taken major roles of different types,
and has particularly excelled in katti veshams. He has also
trained many actors and teachers, and has given numerous
performances within and outside Kerala.

Shri Vasudevan Nair has received several honours for his’
service to Kathakali including the Kerala Kalamandalam
Award of 1992, the Vallathol Award of 1997, and the
Thulasivaram Award.

Shri Madavoor Vasudevan Nair receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award for his contribution to Kathakali.
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