K. UMA RAMA RAO
Akademi Award: Kuchipudi Dance

Born in 1938 in Visakbapatnam, Andbra Pradesty, Shrimati Kolluri Uma Rama Rao received her tmitial training in dance from Shri PV,
Nararimiba Rao. The gurus whe groomed her as a Kuchipudi duneer were the venerable master Shri Vedantam Lakshminarayana Sastri and
Shr Nataraj Ramakrishna. The latter alio tavght ber the nuances of abbinaya. Subsequently, she learnt ritual dances of Andimia from Shri

CR Acharya, and carried out a study and documentation of the traditional adavi system under Shri Vedantam Prabalad Sarma,  She also
studied Bharatanatyam from Shri Pakkivi Swamy Pillai. She obtained a doctorate on the Yakshagana Prabandbhas of King Shabaji from

Telugn University

Auwidely respected teacher and scholar, Shrimati Uwma Rama Rae has contributed to the propagation of Kuchipudi dance by training a number
of performmers and teachers, and also thraugh fer academic work, Her teaching career started in 1969 as a Lecturer at Svi Thyagaraja
CGovernment College of Music and Dance, Hyderabad. She later served as Asociate Professor and Head of the Department of Dance at the Potti

Sree Ravwlee Telugu Universiny

Shrimati Uwa Rama Rao established ber instivurion Lasya Priva in 1985, where she bas trained solo Kuchipuds dancers and choreographed
several dance-dramas. Notable among ber choreagraphic works ave the Thanjavwer Yakshaganams of Shahapi. A large number of ber students are
established performers and teachers of dunce in India and abroad. Shrimati Rao has vavelled widely conducting workshops and participating

in seminars. She has alto written several articles on the subject and published a book in English dealing with the ovigin and development of

Kiechrgeds,
Shrimarr Uma Rama Rao bus recetved several Bonosirs includin i r::.r.*.-zrz?',rﬁwn the Covernment af ‘Andbra Pradest,

Shrimati K. Uma Rama Rao receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for ber contribution to Kuchipudi danve.
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