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Akademi Award: Kuchipudi Dance

1938 in Vzsakhapamam, Andhra Pradesh, Shrimati Kolluri Uma Rama Rao received her initial training in dance from Shri PV:

The gurus who groomed her as a Kuchipudi dancer were the venerable master Shri ~dantam Lakshminarayana Sastri and

The latter also taught her the nuances of abhinaya. Subsequently. she learnt ritual dances of Andhra from Shri

.She also

She obtained a doctorate on the Yakshagana Prabandhas of King Shahaji from

1elugu University.

Shrimati Uma Rama Rao has contributed to the propagation ofKuchipudi dance by training a number

of performers and teachers, and afro through her academic work. Her teaching career started in 1969 as a Lecturer at Sri Thyagaraja
,- -.~ -.-'She /ater served as Associate Professor and Head of the Department of Dance at the Potti

Sree Ramulu 1elugu University.

1985, where she has trained solo Kuchipudi dancers and choreographed
" A large number of her students are

Shrimati Rao has travelled widely conducting workshops and participating

She has afro written several articles on the subject and published a book in English dealing with the origin and development of
Kuchipudi. .

Shrimati Uma Rama Ran has received several honours including awards from the Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Shrimati K Ulna Rama Rao receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for her contribution to Kuchipudi dance.

Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards 2003


