
Born on 15 June 1975, Shrimati Pallabi De received 

her initial training in Kathak dance under Shrimati 

Kanan Sen, and further training under Pt. Birju 

Maharaj at Kalashram, New Delhi. Recipient of a 

National Scholarship from the Ministry of Culture, 

Government of India to learn dance, she has also 

studied Hindustani classical music from Sunirmal 

Bhattacharya.

Pallabi is a postgraduate in Economics. She has 

travelled widely and performed within the country 

and abroad, at the Kathak Utsav organized by the 

Kathak Kendra, New Delhi; New Talent festival, 

West Bengal Sangeet Academy; Rashtriya Kathak 

Sansthan, Lucknow; Nritya Pratibha, Shimla, 

organized by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, New 

Delhi; Nehru Centre, London; and at the Lowry 

Theatre, Manchester. As part of the Kalashram 
ndrepertory, she has participated in the 2  Asia Arts 

Festival, China; World Music Theatre Festival, 

Holland, etc. She has received the title of Sangeet 

Praveen from the Prayag Sangit Samiti, Allahabad.

Shrimati Pallabi De is awarded the Ustad Bismillah 

Khan Yuva Puraskar of Sangeet Natak Akademi for 

the year 2010 for her talent in the field of Kathak 

dance. 
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Born in 1974 at Alleppey in a family of eminent 

Kathakali exponents, Shri Amaljith was initiated into 

the art of Kathakali by his grandfather 

Champakulam Pachu Pillai, and Guru Gopinath. He 

also received training from Kudamaloor 

Karunakaran Nair, Mathoor Govindan Kutty, 

Kalamandalam Ramakrishnan, and Kalamandalam 

Murali. He got his Diploma and Post Diploma in 

Kathakali Vesham from Kerala Kalamandalam, and 

has received a Scholarship and a Junior Fellowship 

from the Ministry of Culture. Amaljith joined the 

International Centre for Kathakali as a Teacher-cum-

Performer in 2000, and since then has been invited 

to lecture as well as perform at various places within 

India, and abroad, such as U.S.A., Thailand, 

Netherland, Spain, Kazakhstan, and Pakistan.

Amaljith has played various character-roles from the 

Mahabharata and the Ramayana. He has received 

the KPS Menon Award from Kerala Kalamandalam, 

and Natana Praveena title from Guru Gopinath Trust.

Shri Kalamandalam M. Amaljith is awarded the 

Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar of Sangeet 

Natak Akademi for the year 2010 for his talent in the 

field of Kathakali.
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