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P. N. GIRIJA DEVI

Akademi Award:

Other Major Traditions of Dance
and Dance Theatre (Kutiyattam)

Born on 23 January 1959 In Kadavalloor, Kerala, Shrimati
P.N. Girija Devi (Kalamandalam Girija) was trained by
Painkulam Rama Chakyar, who played a key role in the
renaissance of this genre of Sanskrit theatre and dance,
and also briefly by Kunjipplllakkutty Naglaramma.
Kalamandalam Girlja was chosen by her Guru to be the first
non-Nangiar student to learn Kutiyattam, and she became
part of histary as the first Kutiyattam actress to perform the
art outside the temple premises. She also trained in
Mohiniattam under Kalamandalam Satyabhama, and
Kunjippillakkutty Nangiaramma.

Kalamandalam Glrija made her name in Kutiyattam history
in being the first artist to perform Nangiarkuttu outside the
temples in 1984 at Kerala Kalamandalam. Her knowledge
of the Intrinsic acting techniques of Kutiyattam acquired
during her training with Kalamandalam Shivan
Namboothiri and Kalamandalam Rama Chakyar added to
her uniqueness as the only female artist in the history of
Kutiyattam who is well versed in the role of both male and
female characters. Kalamandalam Girija is an empanelled
artist of ICCR.

She recelved the Kerala Sangeeta Nataka Akademi Award

in 2001; the Painkulam Rama Chakyar Award in 2008; and
the Kerala Kalamandalam Award of the Government of

Kerala In 2009,

Srimati BN, Girija Devi receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademni Award for the year 2021 for her contribution to

Kutiyattam.
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