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ARBIGH QEBIe 2021

N. SAILAJA
Akademi Award: Kuchipudi

Born on 22 December 1966 in Chennai, Tamil Nadl-i;
Shrimati N. Sailaja Is an established dancer ©
Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi, Having been trained und'!;
the doyens of Indian classical dance, K.). Sarasa H:
Vempati Chinna Satyam, her incandescent passion for t E;
art forms has not only blossomed her into an artist ©
finesse and grace but she has also emerged as @ dedica
exponent in the arts field during her multifaceted career as
a dancer, She has been a student, a performen ar:
innovative choreographer, a teacher and 3 cultura
ambassador of the iconic styles of the Vazhuvoor Bani
Bharatanatyam and Vempati style of Kuchipudi.

Her tremendous and wide vision for dance aﬁd_ music E:
evident in her dance on the principle that Kuchipud! IS :
dynamic evocative language where the dancer who ha
mastered and internalized the Idiom can create her uw:
dance poetry - poetry that can never be recreated throud
words, Shrimati N. Sallafa’s primal interest |s to fnmlﬁﬂ;
the vitality of culture, tradition and heritage through the .’fw
forms and she has been doing this through the
establishment of Saila Sudha Dance Academy in 1988, 5“
is widely acclaimed by critics and connoisseurs as a creat!
artist.

Shrimati N. Sailaja has been conferred many titles a“d,
henours like Best Dancer from Music Academy, chennt&E
(1999); Kalaimaman| from the Tamil Nadu Etﬂm
Government (2009); Lifetime Achiavement Award fr“m
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan (2017); and Natya 5"“'7‘“""'-’m
during Siva Nrithyanjall Festival, Coimbatore, Governme
of Tamil Nadu.

i
Shrimati N. Sailaja recelves the Sangeet Natak Akadem

Award for the year 2021 for her contribution to Kuchipud!
dance.
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