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FIRGIGH] Gaeanie 2020

MEENAKSHI CHITHARANJAN
Akademi Award: Bharatanatyam

Born on 3 February 1955 in Chennal, Tamil Nadu, shrimath
Meenakshi Chitharanjan is an Indlan dancer, teacher an :
choreographer known as an exponent of the pandanalluf
style of Bharatanatyam. She began her artistic .’Iﬂ“f"ﬁ
when she was four years old and trained under the f?thl-lar
son duo of Chokkalingam Pillai and Subbaraya Pillal.
strict and disciplined training paved the way fora pmmiﬁi:g.
career ahead. She staged her arengetram at the age of "hﬁ
and continued her tutelage under Subbaraya pillai. She
trained under Kalanidhi Narayanan in abhinaya.

She has performed extensively within the country at
various mafor dance festivals. She has also condu o
lecture-demonstrations and workshops at Ffﬂsﬁgi,g =
forums. She is the founder of Kaladiksha, an institt the
promoting Bharatanatyam and striving to preserve
Pandanallur tradition. She has tutored many aspifing
dancers.

She is a recipient of several honours, Inciud"d'fﬂ
Kalaimamani Award from the Government of Tamil N; na
(1975); Nrithtya Choodamani conferred by the Kﬁst
Gana Sabha (1999): Padma Shri by the Gl:rvemﬂ’ﬁ’-'""n ,
India (2008); and Nritya Ratna bestowed by the Bharatly
Vidya Bhavan (2020).

Shrimati Meenakshi Chitharanjan recelves the Eangﬁ
Natak Akademi Award for the year 2020 fof
contribution to Bharatanatyam.
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