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BALKAR SINGH SIDHU
Akademi Award:
Folk Dance, Punjab

shri Balkar Singh Sidhu was born on 12 August 1952 at
village Makhann-Windi in Amritsar district of Punjab. He
was fascinated with the various folk and tribal dances of
Punjab since his childhood, and has trained under Mohinder
Singh during 1976-1978, while in government service. He
has a postgraduate degree in Punjabi literature. He also has
adiploma in translation.

Sidhu has performed in many stage and street plays and
sound and light shows with prominent directors of
region. As director, actor, dancer and choreographer, he has
been part of the Indian cultural troupe to Japan, Vietnam,
Indonesia and Malaysia; presented Punjabi folk dances }:
the USA, Canada, England, South Korea and the Cze:d
Republic. He has also imparted training and conduct
workshops in Punjabi folk dances in educational and other
institutions in India and overseas. He is an active member
of many theatre and cultural associations. Sidhu has a
and performed in many Punjabi and Hindi films and T
serials. From 1971 to 1986, Sidhu served as Investigator in
the Labour Bureau, Government of India. Thereafter hef
was with the Language Department, Government 0
Punjab, from where he retired as Assistant Director in
2010. From 2018-2021 he served as Director, Tagore
Theatre Society (Chandigarh) and then as Secrﬂfar:f'
Chandigarh Sangeet Natak Akademi, where he is currently
the Vice-Chairman. He has several publications, recordings
and films to his credit,

Shri Balkar Singh Sidhu receives the Sangeet Natak

Akademi Award for the year 2020 for his contribution to folK
dance of Punjab,
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