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MANJU BARGGAVEE
Akademi Award: Kuchipudi

Born on 24 July 1952 In Chennai, Tamil Nadu, Shrimati
Manju Barggavee took her training from Vempati Chinna
Satyam and at Kuchipud| Art Academy, Chennal. She also
learned Bharatanatyam under Narmada.

She has organized many workshops in India and abroad
and has given many lecture-demonstrations in Kuchipudi.
Shrimati Manju Barggavee, a celebrated Kuchipudi
danseuse, guru, choreographer and actress, aiso entered
into the male-dominated Yakshagana arena of Kuchipudi
and essayed roles that were played by male artists.

Shrimati Manju is an avid believer in the traditional format
of Kuchipud| and faithfully adheres to the Vempati School.
over the last 50 years, she has ardently strived to
propagate Kuchipudi and has worked towards documenting
and reviving classical compositions and dramas. In a
career spanning over fine decades, she has performed in
many stages across the world including the US, Canada,
Africa, Russia and South East Asia.

She has been conferred with many titles and awards, some
of the important ones being the Rajyotsava Award (2004)
and the Kala Rathna award (2010) from the Government of
Karnataka, Kalarathna Hamsa Award from the Government
of Telangana (2009), among others.

Shrimati Manju Barggavee receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award for the year 2019 for her contribution to
Kuchipudi dance.
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