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KUMKUM LAL

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Odissi

Born on 3 March 1948 in Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, Shrimati
Kumkum Lal has trained in Odissi under Hari Uppal, Krishna
Chandra Nayak, Harekrishna Behera and Kelucharan Mohapatra.
She also worked in the contemporary genre under Narendra
Sharma. She has also learnt Mayurbhanj Chhau.

She worked as a Lecturer in Delhi University between 1970-75
and as a Deputy Secretary (Dance) of Sangeet Natak Akademi
between 2000-2002. She received the Senior Fellowship from
the Ministry of Culture for translating Maheshwar Mohapatra’s
Abhinay Chandrika. She has also essayed roles in theatre plays
directed by Habib Tanvir, Sai Paranjpe, Amol Palekar, M.K.
Raina and Dina Nath. She has written on dance, and extensively
reviewed performances. She also played an instrumental role in
introducing Odissi in Japan between the years 1983-87. Her life
and work in the field of Odissi has been documented in an Odissi
series by Sahapaedia and the archive portal Pad.ma. She has
been associated with the Bhoomika Creative Dance Centre, the
Delhi Crafts Council, and Jan Madhyam.

Shrimati Kumkum Lal receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for her contribution to Odissi dance.
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