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SMITA SHASTRI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Kuchipudi

Born on 1 January 1946 in Kolkata in West Bengal, Shrimati Smita
Shastri has trained in Kuchipudi under the tutelage of Chatuni
Panikar, Kitappa Pillai, C.R. Acharyalu and K. Kalyanasundaram.
She has been training under the Tanjore bani of Bharatanatyam
and the Acharyalu bani in Kuchipudi. She has also taken training
in Kathakali for a brief period at the Darpana Academy of
Performing Arts and in classical music from Pradipta Ganguli.

Shrimati Smita Shastri has a B.A. in Economics and Statistics
and a M.A. in Sociology and Psychology. She has brought her
faculties of practice and research to bear on a comparative
study that she based on the temple walls of Gujarat and South
Indian States. She has conducted research on the folk dances of
Gujarat and to her credit has revived many. She has also been
documented by the Information and Broadcasting Department
of the Government of Gujarat. She has been interviewed and
her performances have been showcased by Bristol Radio and the
B.B.C., London. She has also performed at Columbia University,
New York. She has served as the board member of the Central
Dance Audition Board of Doordarshan, and was elected as
the youngest Chairperson of the Gujarat State Sangeet Natak
Academy.

Shrimati Shastri has been conferred with the Gujarat Ratna
Gaurav Award from Gujarat Progressive Council of Canada, and
Gujarati Samaj, U.S.A; and the Singarmani by the Sur Singar
Samsad, Mumbai.

Shrimati Smita Shastri receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for her contribution to Kuchipudi dance.
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