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Born on 25 March 1942, Shri Girdhari Maharaj has received his
initial training from his father Laxmi Narayan Maharaj and his
uncle Kanhiyalal. He then further refined the practice of his art
under the Guru Shishya Parampara of Brahmanand Goswami.

Shri Girdhari Maharaj served as the Varishtha Nritya Guru at
the Rajasthan Sangeet Sansthan in Jaipur for 16 years, and at
the Jaipur Kathak Kendra for three years, and he still offers his
services to the University Maharani College in Jaipur. He has also
been running his own institute, Shri Laxmi Narayan Nrityashram
for over two decades facilitating students to pursue specialized
study in the field of Kathak. He has worked with Rajeev Sethi
for his dance-drama ‘Agra Bazaar revisited’ and ‘Jalsaghar:
Revisiting the Nautch’. He has choreographed dance-dramas
for Jaipur Kathak Kendra. He had performed in France for 45
days under the Bharat Darshan Programme. In 1993 Ariane
Mnouchkine of Theatre du Soleil met him in Jaipur, and invited
him to take part in her show called ‘India, from father to son
and from mother to daughter’. Through the production he
showcased the rigour and joy through which the traditional arts
are taught in India. His group had participated in the Bharat
Mahotsav in Japan.

Shri Girdhari Maharaj has received the Excellency Award of the
Rajasthan Sangeet Natak Akademi.

Shri Girdhari Maharaj receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to Kathak dance.



