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THANKAMANI KUTTY

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Bharatanatyam

Born on 4 September 1940 in Manjeri, Kerala, Shrimati
Thankamani Kutty has been trained in the Thanjavur Gharana
of Bharatanatyam under the tutelage of Rajaratnam Pillai, and
Arunachalam Pillai, and Chinnammu Amma for Mohiniattam. She
has been associated with the Kerala Kalamandalam in Kerala. She
has also received training in other allied forms and Mridangam.

Shrimati Kutty was expert member of the Rajya Sangeet
Academy (West Bengal State Academy); expert member of
the Ministry of Culture, and Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Government of India; expert member of Prasar
Bharti, Government of India; and has been an expert member of
Rabindra Bharati University, West Bengal. She was instrumental
in opening six centres of Bharatanatyam in collaboration with
Mrittika Arts, UK, namely in Sheffield, Huddersfield, Leicester,
Birmingham, Coventry and London. She has also founded the
Kalamandalam Performing Arts and Research Centre at Golf
Gardens, Kolkata. She has authored Bhava, Raga, Tala, a book
on Bharatanatyam popular amongst students. Her life and work
has been documented in several documentaries produced by
various organisations such as Doordarshan Kendra, Kolkata.

She has been bestowed with several honours for her contribution
to Bharatanatyam such as the Kerala Sangeeta Nataka Academy
Award (2006), Bangabibhushan Award from the Government of
West Bengal, the Pravasi Award for Dance by the Government
of Kerala, Uday Shankar Puraskar from the Government of West
Bengal, and the Global Order of Dignitaries from the United
Nations.

Shrimati Thankamani Kutty receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for her contribution to Bharatanatyam.



