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GOPIKA VARMA

Akademi Award: Mohiniattam

Born on 11 July 1969 at Trivandrum in
Kerala, Shrimati Gopika Varma received
her initial training in Mohiniattam under
Gurus Kalyanikutty Amma, Chandrika
Kurup, Girija, Sreedevi Rajan and
Kalamandalam Sugandhi. She has also
studied other aspects of dance such as
Abhinaya and Sopanam music from Shri
Kalamandalam Krishnan MNair and Shri
Kavalam MNarayana Panikkar.

Shrimati Gopika has performed
extensively at various festivals, sabhas
and temples in India and abroad
including the dance festivals organized
by Sangeet Matak Akademi. She has
established a Mohiniattam dance school
named “Dasyam” at Chennai, with a

vision to promote and develop
Mahiniattam oulside Kerala by imparting
training to young dancers.

Shrimati Gopika Varma has received
various awards and honours including
Kalaimamani conferred by the Tamil
Nadu Government; Nritya Choodamani
conferred by Krishna Gana Sabha; and
the Kerala Sangeetha MNataka Akademi
award,

Shrimati Gopika Varma receives the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the
year 2018 for her contribution to
Mohiniattam.
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